SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 8th October, 1870. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


THe Jalwa-i-Tir of the 23rd September suggests that 
the Postmaster-General should appoint a mohurrir to assist 
the Deputy Postmaster of Rampore, whose duties have much 
increased lately. a 


A correspondent of the Riydz-i-Nir-i-Hind of the 24th 
September alludes to the grand preparations made by the 
Nawab of Rampore for the approaching marriage of his son, and 
takes this occasion to praise His Highness for his liberality. 
In connection with this, it is remarked that the Nawab has 
done much towards the improvement of his state, and that but 
three things are wanting: first, he should create an educational 
department in his territory, on the same footing as that estab- 
lished by Government; secondly, he should fortify his capital; 
thirdly, he should build a pucka bridge over the Kosi, whick 
would save travellers much inconvenience. 


The same paper concurs with the Lawrence Gazette in 
thinking that the subsidies received by Government from the 
Native States for the protection of the country should, in time, 
be raised from seventy lakhs to two crores of rupees, and the 
levies from British subjects reduced. It would unquestion- 

ably be right and proper, in the editor’s opinion, to demand the 
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proposed amount from the Native princes, and exempt the 


people from the income-tax, seeing what undisturbed tranquil- 
lity the princes enjoy under the auspices of the British Govern- 
ment, and that the large sums of money they collect from 
their subjects are, for the most part, wasted in frivolous and 


sinful pursuits, little or no portion of them being spent for the 
good of those from whom they are exacted. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 26th September notices 
the great prevalence of disease in Nakur (Saharunpore). Every 


village abounds with sick, and there is scarcely a house where 
some sick person will not be found. 


The same paper complains of the rigorous manner in which 
the income-tax is exacted at Jhelum. 


In the tahsil in Pind Dadan Kh4n, a person was assessed 
at Rs. 1,000; but the Deputy Commissioner raised the amount 
to Rs. 1,200. Similar extortions are practised in other tah- 


sils. The writer prays that Government will redress the 
grievance. 


The Mdrwdr Gazette of the same date reports that a 
darogha of police and a Brahman, travelling from Jodhpore 
to Abu with a sum of Rs. 2,000 for hiring baggage-camels, 
were plundered at Sirohi and wounded. 


A correspondent of the Agra Akhbdr of the 30th Septem- 
ber remarks that the population of Benares is about eight 
lakhs, and that the number of births during the last two years 
equals the number of deaths. The produce of the land is so 
limited, that were it not for the import of grain from: other 
cities the wants of the people would hardly be supplied. The 
total quantity of land under cultivation is 200,000 acres, and 
the total annual produce 2,300,000 maunds. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date learns from a cor- 
respondent’s letter, dated 20th September, that it has been 


ruled at Allygurh, that attorneys have a right to a chair in a 
Court while conducting a case. 


The editor is of opinion that as, according to Act. XX. of 
1865, attorneys are subjected to an examination before being 
allowed to practise as such, and also receive a fee, they are 
certainly entitled to a seat equally with pleaders. The sub- 
ject is under discussion in the Meerut Debating Society, and 
the editor hopes that the society will arrive at the same con- 
clusion“that the authorities of Allygurh did. 


The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 1st October asserts that the Ma- 
haraja of Rewah has borrowed ten lakhs of rupees from the 
British Government to liquidate his debts, and has, moreover, 
applied to it to place an agent in his territory. The writer 
believes that the Maharaja must have adopted the latter course 
with due forethought, seeing that the people of Rewah and the 
Thakurs had tried every means to disturb his ‘administration, 
and that in case of the appointment of an agent they will be 
forced to acknowledge his authority and pay implicit obedience 
to his orders. 


The same paper comments upon the rule requiring gazet- 
ted officers to retire from the service after the age of fifty-five 
years, and that debarring persons from entering the service 
after the age of twenty-three. With regard to the latter, the 
writer remarks that the authorities, notwithstanding a residence 
of ahundred years in this country, seem still to be imperfectly 
acquainted with its customs, or they would have remembered 
that, unlike England, where at that period of life men gene- 
rally finish their educational career, in India they may be said. 
to begin it. : 

As to the fifty-five years’ rule, it is a matter of surprise to 
the writer that, at a time when economy is strictly kept in view, 
and reductions are the order of the day, Government should 
have enforced a rule which will only. serve to saddle it with 
expenses which are quite uncalled for, and will increase in com- 
ing years. In the North-Western Provinces alone, sixteen 
moonsifs of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades have been pensioned 
this year, and as these will on an average live ten years longer, 
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it is evident that during this time their number will go on 
increasing, say by one-half, year by year, so that it will come 
up-to about one hundred, which exceeds the number of moonsifs 
throughout the North-Western Provinces. In the same way an 
idea can be formed of the number of pensioners that will grow 
up under the rule in other provinces of British India. In short, 
when the effects of the rule begin to manifest themselves to 
some extent, there is every reason to believe that Government 
will rescind it, as it can by no means be supposed that it 


will suffer the number of pensioners to exceed that in actual — 
employ. 


It will also be remembered that if in framing the rule in 
question Government have allowed the same considerations to 
weigh with them as in the case of covenanted civilians, they 
have certainly deceived themselves. In the first place, cove- 
nanted officers retire at the age of sixty, after which, when they 
return to England, they live but for a short time. With the 
Hindustanis it is quite otherwise. Retiring from the service 
five years earlier, they will sit at their ease where they are, 
without having to undergo the incoveniences of a journey, 
and draw handsome pension allowances, and they are sure to 
revive after a short repose, and live many years. Thus the 
conjecture of the legislators who have assumed that the num- 
ber of men that are added to the pension-roll every year will 
only fill the places of those that die during that year will hardly 
be realized. The natural age of man in this country is seventy 
years, while not a few persons attain to the age of eighty, so 
that men pensioned this year have yet fifteen years to live. We 
doubt if Government will suffer the rule in question to continue 

The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the same date has a long leader on 
the objectionable items in the expenditure incurred by the 
Government of India. In the articles on the income-tax 
which appeared in the late issues of this paper, one of the 
main objections which the editor had started against the 
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expenses connected with India was, that the charges incurred 
on account of British India through the Home Government 
are unsatisfactory, and that the greater part of the money 
thus spent is uselessly wasted. A few of the items’ under 
this head have now come under the writer’s notice which he 
thinks certainly admit of retrenchment, believing that: if 
Government fails to take steps towards relieving India from 
the misery and poverty in’ which it is now involved, the 
blame of tyranny and oppression will rest on it. 

First of all, he alludes to the cash in the Government 
treasury, which is scarcely less than three crores of rupees. 
He cannot understand why this sum should remain hoarded 
in the treasury, unless it be to show the people that a deficit 
exists, and thereby find a pretext for levying taxes. It can only: 
be right to amass money in the treasury if it happen to 
be a clear saving after defraying all kinds of expenses: If 
this be so from the fact that necessity has arisen of doubling. 
and quadrupling the taxes on the people at such a crisis, to 
keep the treasury full will only make the people distrust the. 
Government. Setting aside all other uses to which this 
enormous sum could be put, the interest for this sum in 
1868-69, 1869-70, alone would have been nine lakhs of 
rupees. Unfortunately, it appears from the statements of 
income and expenditure that Government had to pay two 
lakhs of rupees in each of those years on account of interest. 
Hence we see that Government has uselessly lost eleven 
lakhs of rupees. There is no knowing to what.dream of. for- 
getfulness the authorities have consigned themselves. Per- 
haps they are under an impression that the people of India 
possess much superfluous wealth, and that therefore they can 
extort it from them at their sovereign will and pleasure. 


The next objectionable item 1s that spent in fortifying 
Calcutta, and the purchase of arms for India. The writer 
believes that the plan of purchasing arms through the 
Secretary of State is a great deal too expensive. It has been: 
proved beyond a doubt that all things supplied to India. 
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through His Grace are, as a rule, bought too dear, and can 
be procured by the agency of merchants 40 per cent. cheaper, 
Accordingly, when nearly 50 per cent. of the sum under 
this head is lost, we do not see what good can come out of 
the plan in question. And it may be imagined what ideas 


the rulers of foreign countries will form of the British 


Government when this state of things comes to their kno w- 
ledge through the agency of newspapers. 


The amount spent under the head in question during the 
last two years comes up to three crores of rupees. If, therefore, 
better arrangements had been made, and the interests of India 
closely studied, a crore and a half of this sum would have 
been saved.’ If even now the authorities direct their atten- 
tion to this matter, a saving of seventy-five lakhs of rupees will 
ensue yearly. — 


Reverting to smaller items of expense, and sanile the state 
of India is such that to take notice of the smallest items of 
expenditure will not be unbecoming, we find in the list of 
expenses for 1868-69 and 1869-70 an item of ten lakhs of rupees 


for making a statue of Her Majesty the Queen, and placing it. 


in the Town Hall at Calcutta. Two other items equally 
useless, viz., those of Rs. 7,290 and Rs. 1,740, are for 
pictures of Lord Elgin. The writer cannot understand why 
such items should be included in the budget, and thinks that 


those who suggest such expenses should themselves bear 
them. 


Again, out of the larger items Rs. 31,610 are paid to the 
Indo-European Telegraph Company ; Rs. 1,136 are spent in the 
stationery consumed in Government offices; while a third 
similar item is spent in the Orissa Canal Department. All 


‘these ‘several items can admit of retrenchment = the 


authorities be but inclined that way. 
Lastly, it is a matter of no small wonder to us, and to all 


who are acquainted with the present miserable condition of — 


India, that a deficit should ensue in a fertile country like India, 
and that, too, under the excellent administration of the British 
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Government. The administration of the laté rulers was by no 
means as good as that of the Government, and then it has hit 
upon many sources of income which those rulers never even 
dreamt of. If in the face of these advantages the state of Indian 
finances should get worse, nothing but want of proper economy 
and contol over the expenditure would seem to be the cause. 
Hence, it is proper for Government to introduce all possible 
reforms in state management, and avoid all extravagance. 


The Najm-ul-Akhbdr of the same date praises Mr. Willock, 
Magistrate of Bulandshahr, for putting a check to the tyran- 
nies and oppressions which some of the tahsildars of the 
district had been in the habit of exercising on the people before 
his time. During the last four or five years these officials had 
begun to inflict such brutal punishments on the people, and treat 
them so insultingly, that the zemindars used to say that the 
indignities heaped on them during the last four or five years 
exceeded anything they had experienced under British rule. 
Fortunately for them, they have now for their Collector a just 
and merciful officer like Mr. Willock, under whose auspices there 
is every hope that the inflictions of brutal corporal chastise- 
ment will be put a stop to. He recently dismissed the tahsil- 
dar of Antpshahr and his whole amlah for laying a false 
charge against a poor gardener, and inflicting a cruel corporal 
punishment on him. The writer thinks this example will serve 
as a warning to other officials, and the abuse in question be 
put a stop to. ; 

The Samat Binod of the same date, in connection with the 
proposed amendment of the Indian Penal Code by Mr. Stephens, 
remarks that as in certain cases flogging is the only punish- 
ment inflicted by the magistrates, against this there can be 
no appeal. Respectable men are sometimes subjected to this 
disgraceful chastisement on the false accusations of their 
enemies. It would, therefore, be right, in the writer’s opinion, 
if the sections regarding this punishment be modified, so as to 
save gentlemen from being disgraced. 8 8=8§- ——s—‘“C SS 
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 ~POLITICAL @WORBIGRN). 

The Niir-ul-Absér of the 15th September, in reviewing the 
proclamation issued by the King of Prussia, in which His Ma- 
jesty throws the whole blame of the war on France for acting 
on the aggressive, and expresses his gratitude to Providence 
for success in it, remarks that the Hindus believe it to be the 
blessing of their sacred Scriptures, which the Germans have 
long since been fond of studying, that the people repose such 
faith in God and have met with unhoped for success. And as 
the Hindus have great reliance on the Vedas, and especially so 
on the Atharvan Yeda, which contains many sacred formulz 
and spells for overcoming one’s enemies, they think it likely that 
that people must be in possession of this Veda, and well versed 
in it. 

The Urdié Dehli Gazette of the 1st October has a long article 
on the affairs in Afghanistan. The Amfr Sher Ali’s par- 
tiality to his youngest son, and his intention to declare him his’ 
heir-apparent, to the exclusion of his first and second sons, has 
alienated the hearts of the latter from him, and it is feared 
that Cabul may become the scene of a deadly warfare. The 
Amir has three sons: Ibrahim Khan, aged 32 years; Ya’qub Ali 
Khan, 26 years old; and Abdulla Jan, who is about 10. Of 
these, the eldest is said to be weak and poor-spirited, and conse- 
quently unfit for governing; Ya’qub Khan, on the other hand, 
is a brave and warlike young man, who has more than once 
given convincing proofs of his valour, and rendered valuable 
assistance to his father, in consequence of which men in general 
believed that he would be declared the Amir’s heir-appar- 
ent, and succeed to the throne. Sher Alf himself used to speak 
highly of him, and it is mere partiality which has made him 
bent on nominating his youngest son as his heir-apparent. 
‘The writer thinks that the Amir will find it a hard task to set 
aside his first and second sons from the right of succession, and 
wonders that Lord Mayo should have taken no notice of the in- 
justice which the Amir means to doto them. Ya’qub Ali Khan 
has already quitted Cabul, and all he now has.to do is to take 
part with his cousin Sardar Abdur Rahmén Khan, and then 
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invade Cabul. . If that happens, ,we shall seo. wast deal 
struggles will take place in Afghanistén. 


_ Ina word, :the writer is of opinion that Lord Mayo, it in 
order to avert the impending calamity, should take steps, before 
it.is too late, to have the:rxight of suecession decided ‘agreeably 
to the English law in favour of the eldest. son, Ibrahim 
Khan, who, whatever people may -say of him, is not.a weak 
and:poor-spirited man. By adopting such a course, Govern- 
ment will gain a wide. reputation for justice in oe. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Najm-u 1-Akhbdr of the 2Ath Setanher eviews the 
results of the annual examination of the Civil Engineering 
College at Roorkee, and the prizes awarded to the students for 
the proficiency displayed by them. ‘The results of the exami- 
nation are highly-creditable to ‘the college, and the writer is 
glad ‘to ‘find -that the college is ‘making rapid progress. “But 
he regrets that, in proportion as it is improving, the rules for 
admission are being made more‘and more strict. _ 


While’ one-third of the full marks were before considered 


the qualification for: passing, now candidates must get one- 


half. -Also,.incompetent: boys- coming from a long. distance 
have preference over. competent ones whose homes: happen to 
be not far from the locality of the coll lege. 


Again, geography has: heen added to o scheme - of 


studies, and a knowledge of English urged as a necessary 
requirement.for admission. Also a tuition-fee, an admigsion- 
fee of one rupee, and house-rent at the 1 rate of: eight annas 
monthly are now charged. , 


In a word new rules are framed 3 year by ‘year, .which.gerve 
greatly to dishearten the students. . Perhaps, the maost’dis- 
tasteful rule was that requiring that the siae of the:candidates 
should not exceed 5 feet 4 inches. .Fortunately,-this was 
rescinded hy the kind interference .of -Sir :William Muir. 
‘Tuition-fees, house-rent, and the requirement'of a knowledge 
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of English are new grievances, which debar students from 
‘ admission into the college. 


With regard to the payment of fees, &., the writer 
remarks that the best qualified students in our tahsili and 
halqabandi schools will mostly be found to be the sons of poor 
people scarcely able to procure the bare necessaries of life. It 
will therefore be a pity, he argues, if by levying the fees the 
poor are debarred from availing themselves of the benefit of 
education. The philanthropic founder of the Roorkee College 
meant that the pupils of tahsili and halqabandi schools 
should largely benefit by it, and it will indeed be a pity if his 
object is lost sight of by the new rules. 


As to the requirement of English, it should be borne in. 
mind that, though the number of English schools is fast increas- 
ing, boys of halqabandi schools can scarcely manage to learn 


enough English to enable them to gain admittance to the ~ 
Roorkee College. 


It is also to be regretted that of the fifty scholarships sanc- 
tioned by Government, viz., ten senior at Rs. 10 each and forty 
junior at Rs. 5, so few are awarded by the Principal. 


On the above grounds, the writer recommends that the new 
rules be recalled, and the old ones restored. 


The Allygurh I. nstitute Gazette of the 30th September reports 
that the Maharaja of Cutch is shortly to open a school in his 
territory, to be called Prince Alfred’s School, in commemora- 
tion of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh’s visit to 


India. Able teachers will be procured for the school from 
Bombay. 


The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 1st October, in referring to the 
establishment of a translation department by the Mahirlj a of 
Cashmere, noticed in a late number of the “ Selections,” remarks 
that to be really useful the department should undertake the 
translation of advanced works in a plain and elegant style. 
Most of the books translated in these days are such as can 
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scarcely be useful to students beyond the class of beginners, 
and the Maharaja will therefore do an eminent service to the 
literary world if by his liberal patronage books neefal for 
proficients are rendered into the Vernacular, 


The NV ajm-ul-Akhbér of the same date has an article on the 
translation of Arabic and Persian books into Urdi. The writer 
does not countenance attempts at rendering Persian books into 
Urdu, on the ground of the two languages being very much 
allied to each other, so that a student of Urdu feels no great 
difficulty in making out the meaning of a Persian passage. 


He also warns officers before directing the translation of 
Arabic and Persian works into the Vernacular to make 
enquiries whether a translation does not already exist. Only 
recently a reward of Rs. 150 was given by the Government, 
North-Western Provinces, to one Munshi Jagdiswari Nath, 
for producing an Urdu translation of Akhldg-1-Muhsini, al- 
though an excellent translation of the book, by Mir Umman of 
Delhi, already exists. It is known by the name of Ganj-i-Khibt, 
and was once a subject of the Civil Service examination. Of 
what possible use, therefore, can the new translation be? We 
find, also, that in some cases cunning persons produce trans- 
lations of English books which have been in existence for some 
time, and are the work of others, as their own performances, 
and thus gain rewards to which they have no title. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 15th September has an interesting 
article on caste and calling. The writer remarks, that al- 
though in the estimation of the wise a man’s superiority ought 
to be judged by his actions and character, irrespective of his 
birth or profession, yet, in despite of this, peculiar importance 
is attached to the latter. High-born persons if they take to a 
profession followed by their inferiors are looked down upon by 
their equals, and nicknamed by the appellations of those whose 
trade they follow. Hence they deliberately shun such callings. 
This feeling not only prevails in India, but in Arabia and 
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Persia, and has probably its origin in the belief that by taking 

to trades ‘followed by low :people:men of good breeding will 
have to deal ‘with them, ‘and might, ‘therefore, contract i 
habits and custonis. 


kale, it will be observed that people of low birth who 
acquire knowledge and thereby get civilized are still held con- 
temptible in the eyes of gentlemen, who, even though they may 
be far below them in mental cultivation, are in the habit of 
regarding them with scorn—a fact which the writer confirms by 
quoting anexample. But while he condemns this behaviour on 
the part of the high, he thinks it equally blameable in the low 
who happen to have the advantage of a good education to become 
arrogant and assuming, a vice ‘hateful in the extreme, and to 
which it was owing that the-sages of old did not. encourage the 
education of persons-of low caste. The writer illustrates:this 
fact by a story, according to which Noshfraw4n, while engaged — 
in a campaign with the Turkish Emperor, happened to be in 
urgent rieed of money, and was'told by his Vizier that:a cobbler 
was willing to lend eight crores of dirams. The Emperor gladly 
accepted the offer, and told the Vizier that on paying back the 
money he would take care to add a crore from the Imperial trea- 
sury ; but when he heard that the cobbler, in remuneration for his 
service, desired to have his son, who had had the advantage of 
a good education, nominated as a mohurrir in his court, he was 
highly incensed, and ordered the Vizier immediately to return 
the money to the owner, at the same time severely reprimandin 2 
him for recommending the nomination of a base born person 
to a postin his durbar. 


From this example, remarks the writer, we learn that though 


sin the time-of the emperors of old people of low birth were not 


actually prohibited-from learning to read and write, they were 
not considered fit to be.entrusted with Government.employment, 


even though it were a clerkship. ‘He leaves it to his readers to 


judge whether the views of the emperors in this respect were 
well directed. 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 


in this report, vz. :— 
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WHERE Pus- WHEN RE- 

No. i NAME. LISHED. | DATE. CEIVED. 

1870. 1870. 
1 | Vidyd Vilds, oo» | Jammu, ». |August 27th | Octr. Ist 
2 | Meerut Gazette, ee | Meerut, | Septr. 8rd i 8th 
3 | Akhbdr-ul-Akhyar, »». | Muzufferpore,... » 15th . 6th 
4 | Niur-ul-Absdr, .. | Allahabad, ... » 15th is Sth 
5 | Jalwa-i-Tir, ove | Meerut, ne » wee ye 
6 | Najm-ul-Akhbdar, ». | __ Ditto, ioe » 24th ss lst 
7 | Riydz-i-Nir-i-Hind,  ... | Muradabad, ... 5 24th Re 5th 
8 | Meerut Gazette, coe | Meerut, sue » 24th “ Sth 
9 | Gwalior Gazette, ... | Gwalior, oes » 25th 8th 
10 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, ,,, | Rampore, ves » 26th ¥ lst 
11 | Mérwdér Gazette, »». | sodhpore, ” » 26th - 6th 
12 | Jagat Samdchdr, we. | Meerut, _ » 26th - 6th 
13 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, see | VAUNPOTE, — aes » 27th - 6th 
14 | Saftr-t-Star of India, ,,, | Gujaranwalla, ... » » oe 
15 | Mdlwa Akhbar, .. | Indour, ie: » 28th ie 6th 
16 Akmal-ul-Akhbdér , or Delhi, eee 99 28th 99 6th 
i7|N aiyir-1-Akbar, os bijnour, bee 99 29th 99 4th 
18 Akhbar -i-Alam, — Meerut, e080 99 29th 9 6th 
19 | Benares Akhbar, ... | Benares, oe » 29th] ,, 6th 
20 | Mufid-ul-Andm, ... | Futtehgurh, ... » 29th - 6th 
21 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, _...| Ludhiana, __... » 29th » 6th 
22 | Allygurh Institute Ga- | Allygurh, ons » 30th ‘i 5th 
| zettle. | 
23 | Rajpitdna Social Science | Jaipore, i » 30th » 6th 
ongress. 
24 | Lawrence Gazette, .. | Meerut, a » 30th » 6th 
25 tes Akhbédr, ». | Agra, ee os ‘th 
26 ur-ul-Absdr, ... | Allahabad, ...| Octr. Ist » 2nd 
27 | Urdu Akhbar, ee» | Delhi, is 1 ist * Srd 
28 | Mufid-i-Am, eee Agra, eee 33 Ist 99 5th 
29 | Samai Binod, ». | Nynee Tal, ... 9 Ist » 6th 
30 | Meerut Gazette, oo. | Meerut eb ” Ist pa 6th 
31 | Ab-i-Haydt-i-Hind, ,.. | Agra, ce 99 Ist » sn 
32 | Mangul Samdchér, ». | Beswan, “ ” Ist 6th 
33 | Urda Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, si 9 ist i. 6th 
34 | Najm-ul-Akkbar, + | Meerut, 08 99 ist 9 7th 
35 | Panjdbt Akhbar, . »»» | Lahore, eee 9 Ist " 7th 
36 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, ... | Rampore, ae — “ 7th 
37 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, vee | YauNpore, » Ol «» 8th 
| ‘ 
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Please substitute the accompanying for the Number issued 


from the Press on the 24th instant. 


